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II southern poverty law center

the southern poverty law center is a nonprofit organization that combats hate, 
intolerance and discrimination through education and litigation. Its Intelligence 
Project, which produces the investigative magazine Intelligence Report, tracks 
the activities of hate groups and the nativist movement and monitors militias and 
other extremist antigovernment activity. Its Teaching Tolerance Project helps fos-
ter respect and understanding in the classroom. Its litigation arm files lawsuits 
against hate groups for the violent actions of their members.

media matters for america is a web-based, not-for-profit, progressive research 
and information center dedicated to comprehensively monitoring, analyzing, 
and correcting conservative misinformation in the U.S. media. Using the website 
mediamatters.org as the principal vehicle for disseminating research and infor-
mation, Media Matters posts rapid-response items as well as longer research and 
analytic reports documenting conservative misinformation throughout the media.

the center for new community is a national research and advocacy organiza-
tion. At the forefront of efforts to defeat anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim hate, 
CNC tracks organized bigotry in the United States and equips national and grass-
roots organizers to mobilize a powerful force for justice, fairness, and opportunity.

rethink media is a unique, nonprofit organization focused on building the com-
munications capacity of nonprofit think tanks, experts, and advocacy groups 
working toward a more constructive U.S. foreign and national security policy, 
the protection of human and civil rights, and strengthening our democracy.

http://mediamatters.org/
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About the Report
This report was written by Mark Potok, with research and writing contribu-

tions from Stephen Piggott and Cindy Kent of the Southern Poverty Law Center, 
as well as Media Matters for America, the Center for  

New Community, and ReThink Media.

The report was designed by Valerie Downes and Russell Estes  
of the Southern Poverty Law Center.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Ever since the Al Qaeda massacre of Sept. 11, 2001, American 
Muslims have been under attack. They have been vilified as 
murderers, accused of conspiring to take over the United 
States and impose Shariah religious law, described as ene-
mies of women, and subjected to hundreds of violent hate 
crime attacks. A major party presidential nominee has even 
suggested that America ban Muslim immigrants.

Fueling this hatred has been the propa-
ganda, the vast majority of it completely 
baseless, produced and popularized 
by a network of anti-Muslim extrem-
ists and their enablers. These men and 
women have shamelessly exploited ter-
rorist attacks and the Syrian refugee 
crisis, among other things, to demon-
ize the entire Islamic faith.

Sadly, a shocking number of these 
extremists are seen regularly on tele-
vision news programs and quoted in 
the pages of our leading newspapers. 
There, they routinely espouse a wide 
range of utter falsehoods, all designed 
to make Muslims appear as blood-
thirsty terrorists or people intent 
on undermining American constitu-
tional freedoms. More often than not, 
these claims go uncontested.

A coalition of four research and 
civil rights groups — the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, Media Matters 
for America, the Center for New 
Community and ReThink Media 
— banded together to prepare this 
manual. Our hope is that journalists 
and others will use it as a guide to 
effectively counter these extremists 
and their damaging misinformation. 
These propagandists are far outside 
of the political mainstream, and their 
rhetoric has toxic consequences — 
from poisoning democratic debate 
to inspiring hate-based violence.

The Columbia Journalism Review 
has said as much, pointing out that 
misinformation and falsehoods in 
media “may pollute democratic 
discourse, make it more difficult 
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for citizens to cast informed votes, 
and limit their ability to participate 
meaningfully in public debate.” It 
advises reporters to “[u]se credible 
sources; don’t give credence to the 
fringe,” and sharply criticizes “the 
politicians and pundits who seek 
personal and ideological gain by 
starting or spreading false memes.”

To give an example: One of the 
extremists profiled in this guide has 
said that 480 million to 640 million 
Muslims “support the notion that 
it’s okay to bomb the World Trade 
Center”; another claimed that 180 
million to 300 million Muslims “are 
willing to strap a bomb on their bod-
ies … and blow us all up.” In fact, 
terrorism expert Peter Bergen polled 
other extremism experts in 2014 
and concluded that the real number 
of Muslims in terrorist groups was 
between 85,000 and 106,000. That 
means that fewer than one in every 
15,000 Muslims is part of such a group.

It doesn’t stop there. The anti-
Muslim extremists profiled here 
have, between them, claimed that 
Islamic extremists have infiltrated the 
CIA, FBI, Pentagon and other agen-
cies; asserted that there are “no-go 

zones” in Europe where non-Muslims 
including police are afraid to enter; 
suggested that there is a Muslim plot 
to impose Sharia religious law on U.S. 
courts; and claimed that President 
Obama is a secret Muslim. These 
claims, along with many others, have 
been shown conclusively to be false.

This misinformation and hateful 
rhetoric have consequences. When 
huge numbers of Americans believe 
that a majority of Muslims are terror-
ists or terrorist sympathizers, it can 
hardly be a surprise that some per-
centage of them engage in hate crime 
attacks. After all, they learned of the 
threat they believe Muslims pose 
from sources who were presented by 
the media as authoritative experts.

This country faces an array of com-
plex and daunting problems, the threat 
of terrorism indisputably among them. 
Let’s not make them worse by allowing 
self-described “experts” to propa-
gandize our fellow Americans with 
defamatory and frightening false-
hoods. Our media, in particular, has 
the opportunity to present an objec-
tive picture that illuminates, rather 
than distorts, reality. s



THE PROFILES

15 Anti-Muslim Extremists
What follows are profiles of 15 anti-Muslim extremists who are frequently 
cited in public discourse. These spokespeople were selected on the basis 
of their presence in national and local media and for the pernicious brand 
of extremism and hate they espouse against Muslim communities and the 
Islamic faith. While not intended to be an all-encompassing list, this group 
of propagandists are at the center of what is a large and evolving network 
of Islam-bashing activists, elected officials and their surrogates. Groups cur-
rently designated as hate groups by the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) 
are marked in headlines and text with an asterisk (*). Three groups that the 
SPLC will list as hate groups in 2017 are marked with a cross (+). This field 
guide can be viewed online and monitored for additional updates.
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Ann Corcoran
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT WATCH+

Ann Corcoran, a Maryland-based activist who started the blog Refugee 
Resettlement Watch+ (RRW) in 2007, is fond of describing immigrants as 
“migrant hordes,” wants a moratorium on Muslim immigration, claims 
there is a Democratic plot to bring in Muslims to create new party voters, 
and accuses immigrant-run stores of illegally trafficking in food stamps. 
Corcoran also routinely links to white nationalists like Jared Taylor, the 
editor of American Renaissance* who once said black people are incapa-
ble of sustaining civilization, and lauds European anti-Muslim extremists 
like France’s Marine Le Pen and the Netherlands’ Geert Wilders. She has 
published essays in the racist journal The Social Contract, and the Council 
of Conservative Citizens*, which has described black people as a “retro-
grade species of humanity,” ran a live feed of her articles on its home page. 
Corcoran also loathes Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, saying in 2016 
that they had a “lust for more third worlders to be resettled in small town 
America!” Corcoran’s main thrust is the government’s “grievous error” in 
taking in Muslim refugees, who she accuses of engaging in “civilizational 
jihad” aimed at imposing Shariah religious law on the U.S. with a world-
wide caliphate as the final goal. “They are 
using our Constitutional freedoms 
and American good will to push a 
quiet form of jihad in towns and 
cities, large and small, right 
under our noses,” she wrote 
in her 2015 screed, published 
by the far-right Center for 
Security Policy* and enti-
tled “Refugee Resettlement 
and the Hijra [Migration] 
to America.” In the biog-
raphy of her Twitter page, 
she warns that  “[i]mmi-
gration (legal and illegal), 
if not slowed in 2017, will 
destroy America.”
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* designated an anti-LGBT hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center

IN HER OWN WORDS  
œ In an Aug. 4, 2016, post on RRW, Corcoran wrote: “Go to any seedy neigh-
borhood (like the ones I saw in Toledo [Ohio] recently) and there is an 
immigrant-run convenience store it seems on every block. There is no way 
they are all making a living selling bread, milk and cigarettes. My guess is that 
many are participating in what is known as trafficking in food stamps.”

œ Corcoran issued a warning in a Sept. 17, 2015, radio interview that Obama 
and others were seeking to alter America: “There’s going to be a demo-
graphic examination of your town to see how diverse you are, and you will be 
rewarded if you’re sufficiently diverse and you will not be rewarded with gov-
ernment grants and so on and so forth if you’re insufficient in the diversity 
area. It is really, he [Obama] is changing America by changing the people.”

œ “All the vetting in the world isn’t going to save us from the toddlers 
coming in with Mom and Dad from Africa and the Middle East who 
thumb their noses at the ‘good life’ and become radicalized 20 years down 
the road,” Corcoran wrote on Nov. 17, 2015, warning against allowing any 
refugees into the U.S.  “The only true solution is a complete moratorium 
on Muslim immigration.”

œ On May 8, 2015, Corcoran told Iowa radio host Jan Mickelson that refu-
gee resettlement programs were part of a Democratic plot to gain votes. “I 
think that it is partly driven by progressives looking for reliable left-wing 
Democrat voters, that’s a driving force,” she said. “I think there’s a certain 
amount of wanting to rub diversity in the noses of conservative communi-
ties and places where there isn’t a lot of diversity and just bringing them 
in and push the whole multicultural meme of us.” She added that refugee 
resettlement is “an existential threat” to America that is more dangerous 
that terrorist attacks.

œ Corcoran called for a national debate on refugees and immigrants, 
focusing on the alleged dangers of Somalis, in a Nov. 19, 2009, RRW post. 
“Frankly, we have made a grievous error in taking the Muslim refugees, 
Somalis in particular, who have no intention of becoming Americans,” 
she wrote in that piece. “They are here to change America. Unfortunately, 
political correctness and a worshipful attitude toward multiculturalism 
have blinded us.”

œ In a July 6, 2014, blog post, Corcoran compared refugee resettlement work-
ers to people with too many pets. She said: “These people remind me of animal 

https://refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com/2016/08/04/the-khan-story-reminds-me-of-the-food-stamp-fraud-stories-that-so-intrigued-me/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/ann-corcoran-warns-obama-wants-to-diversify-every-town-in-america/
https://refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com/2015/11/17/do-governors-have-any-power-when-it-comes-to-resettlement-of-third-worlders-to-their-states/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/ann-corcoran-refugee-resettlement-meant-to-rub-diversity-in-the-noses-of-conservative-communities/
https://refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com/about/
https://refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com/2014/07/06/refugee-contractors-have-organized-campaign-to-get-more-tax-dollars-due-to-border-invasion-tennessee-this-time/
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hoarders with a psychological ailment who fill their homes with cats, don’t have 
the finances to care for them properly, and don’t know when to stop.”

œ Calling for her readers to back Donald Trump in an Aug. 7, 2016, blog 
post, Corcoran warned, “If he loses, the flood gates will open to the third 
world like we have never seen before. And you will be silenced!”

œ On the RRW page headlined “Diversity,” Corcoran offers as a resource a 
link to “The Myth of Diversity” by white supremacist Jared Taylor. In the 
essay, Taylor calls diversity “one of the most obviously stupid propositions 
ever to see the light of day” and adds, “Explaining why diversity is bad for 
a country is a little like explaining why cholera is bad for it; the trick is to 
understand how anyone could possibly think it was good.” On the same 
page, Corcoran links to other white nationalist essays like “The Age of 
White Masochism,” and anti-multicultural stemwinders such as “Plan to 
Destroy America.”

Steven Emerson
INVESTIGATIVE PROJECT ON TERRORISM

Steve Emerson is a self-described “expert on terrorism” who has claimed 
that the Obama administration “extensively collaborates” 
with the Muslim Brotherhood; asserted that 
Europe is riddled with “no-go zones” 
and is “finished” because of Muslim 
immigration; and stated that 480 
million to 640 million Muslims 
“support the notion that it’s 
okay to bomb the World Trade 
Center,” among other 
things. A reviewer for 
The New York Times 
Book Review said 
a 1991 book he co-
authored on terrorism 
was marred by “a per-
vasive anti-Arab and 
anti-Palestinian bias.” 

https://refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com/2016/08/07/
https://refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com/diversity/
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Despite this sorry record, Emerson, a former journalist who started the 
Investigative Project on Terrorism in 1995, has been repeatedly inter-
viewed on Fox News, testified on several occasions to Congress, and 
been cited by government officials as an authority. But Emerson’s reputa-
tion took a huge hit in January 2015, when he claimed that Birmingham, 
England, was a “no-go zone” for non-Muslims and that in parts of London 
“Muslim religious police ... actually beat and actually wound seriously 
anyone” not wearing “religious Muslim attire.” British Prime Minister 
David Cameron responded by calling Emerson “clearly a complete idiot,” 
and Ofcom, which regulates the British media, said the comments were 
“materially misleading.” In 1997, Emerson was accused of giving The 
Associated Press documents he claimed were from the FBI but were really 
written by him. The Tennessean reported in October 2010 that in 2008, 
Emerson’s nonprofit Investigative Project on Terrorism “paid $3,390,000 
to [Emerson’s for-profit firm] SAE Productions for ‘management services.’ 
Emerson is SAE’s sole officer.” The paper quoted Ken Berger, president of 
Charity Navigator, saying, “Basically, you have a nonprofit acting as a front 
organization, and all that money going to a for-profit,” he said. “It’s wrong. 
This is off the charts.”

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In a Jan. 7, 2015, interview with Fox News’ Sean Hannity, Emerson 
expounded at length on his baseless claims about “no-go zones.” “Throughout 
Europe, Sean, you have no-go zones. … This goes on in Belgium, this goes on 
in Sweden, in France, it goes on it Italy, it goes on throughout Europe. So there 
are no-go zones,” he told Hannity. “These are semi-autonomous countries 
within countries, in which the federal governments there have basically sur-
rendered their autonomy, surrendered their authority.”

œ In the same Jan. 7, 2015, interview with Fox News, Emerson claimed 
that Department of Homeland Security officers in overseas U.S. embassies 
have “been told to look away” when foreign visa applicants have ties to the 
Muslim Brotherhood, the Taliban, “even to ISIS,” and to allow them to come 
to the United States despite those links. “I can tell you that personally,” 
Emerson insisted without evidence, calling the alleged practice “Orwellian.”

œ “I think they’ve reached critical mass, frankly,” Emerson said of Europe 
in the same Jan. 7, 2015, Fox News interview. “I think Europe is finished."

œ Emerson promoted his film, “Jihad in America: The Grand Deception” 

http://www.investigativeproject.org/4722/emerson-on-fox-hannity-no-go-zones-and-sharia
http://www.investigativeproject.org/4722/emerson-on-fox-hannity-no-go-zones-and-sharia
http://www.investigativeproject.org/4722/emerson-on-fox-hannity-no-go-zones-and-sharia
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in a Sept. 23, 2012, Fox News interview, saying it “show[ed] the exten-
sive collaboration between the Obama administration and the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the United States. It’s pretty shocking.” He continued: “I 
think Mr. Obama is not necessarily a Muslim, I don’t believe that; I think 
he’s pro-Islamist.”

œ In a bizarre March 17, 2011, comment to TV host Glenn Beck, Emerson 
claimed without evidence that “in Mexico today, they’re teaching 
Palestinian militants how to dig tunnels that will evade detection in Gaza.”

œ On Jan. 11, 2015, Emerson told Fox News host Jeanine Pirro, who 
wholeheartedly endorsed his claims, that “these no-go zones exist not 
only in France, but they exist throughout Europe,” describing them as 
“zones where Shariah courts were set up, where Muslim density is very 
intense, where the police don’t go in, and where it’s basically a separate 
country almost.” He went on to claim that in Britain, “there are actual cit-
ies like Birmingham that are totally Muslim where non-Muslims just 
simply don’t go. And [in] parts of London, there are actually Muslim reli-
gious police that actually beat and actually wound seriously anyone who 
doesn’t dress according to Muslim, religious Muslim attire.” In fact, 
Birmingham is about 22% Muslim, and the no-go zone claim was entirely 
false. In the end, Fox News apologized four times on air and Emerson said 
he’d committed a “terrible error.” Neither mentioned that he had made 
similar claims repeatedly, including four days earlier on Fox.

œ On Sept. 7, 2011, speaking on the “Truth That Transforms with Jerry 
Newcome” radio show, Emerson said that “at least 30% to 40% [of 
Muslims] support cultural jihad. That is, at least, they support the notion 
that it’s okay to blow up a bus of Israelis, it’s okay to bomb the World 
Trade Center, it’s okay to impose the Shariah, the code of Islamic law, it’s 
okay to beat women or wives as part of Shariah.” With 1.6 billion Muslims 
worldwide, Emerson was claiming that 480 million to 640 million 
Muslims support Islamist terrorism, an exponentially overblown asser-
tion, according to several serious polls.

œ On April 19, 1995, the day of the Oklahoma City bombing, Emerson 
claimed that the attack had “a Middle Eastern trait” and added that 
Oklahoma City was “probably considered one of the largest centers of 
Islamic radical activity outside of the Middle East.” He was entirely wrong 
on both counts.

http://www.investigativeproject.org/3757/emerson-interviewed-on-fox-news-about-the-growing
http://mediamatters.org/video/2011/03/17/steve-emerson-claims-palestinian-militants-are/177647
http://www.investigativeproject.org/4730/emerson-with-judge-pirro-no-go-islamic-zones
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/emerson-claims-at-least-thirty-to-forty-percent-of-all-muslims-support-terrorism/
http://fair.org/extra/steven-emersons-crusade/
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Brigitte Gabriel
ACT FOR AMERICA*

The founder of ACT for America* in 2007, Brigitte Gabriel has been 
described by The New York Times Magazine as a “radical Islamophobe,” 
and it’s not hard to see why. In a 2007 course at the Department of 
Defense’s Joint Forces Staff College, she said that any “practicing Muslim 
who believes the word of the Koran to be the word of Allah … who goes to 
mosque and prays every Friday, who prays five times a day — this practic-
ing Muslim, who believes in the teachings of the Koran, cannot be a loyal 
citizen of the United States.” The same year, The Australian Jewish News 

quoted her saying, “Every practicing 
Muslim is a radical Muslim.” 

Four years later, ACT 
published a claim on its 
website that “[t]ens of 
thousands of Islamic 
militants now reside in 
America, operating in 
sleeper cells, attending 

our colleges and uni-
versities.” Also in 
2011, Gabriel was 
quoted claiming 
that Islamist radi-

cals had "infiltrated 
us at the CIA, at the 

FBI, at the Pentagon, at 
the State Department." 

IN HER OWN WORDS  
œ On Sept. 27, 2014, Gabriel told an audience at the conservative Values 
Voter Summit that “180 million to 300 million” Muslims are “radical 
Islamists who are willing to strap bombs on their bodies and walk into 
this room and blow us all up to smithereens.” The same month, Peter 
Bergen, a real terrorism expert with the New America think tank, sur-
veyed other experts and concluded there was a global total of 85,000 to 
106,000 Muslims belonging to jihadist groups — at the most, then, about 

http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/brigitte-gabriel-hundreds-of-millions-of-muslims-are-aspiring-suicide-bombers/
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0.006625% of the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims.

œ Gabriel told Fox News’ Sean Hannity on Jan. 7, 2015, that Muslims were 
invited to Europe to help it rebuild after World War II, then “started mul-
tiplying” even as they refused to assimilate. Europe, she said, is “paying 
the price” because it “ignored the cancer growing in its body when it was 
at Stage Two.” “Today,” she added, “Europe and its cancer is at Stage Four.”

œ Gabriel claimed on Fox News’ Jan. 8, 2015, edition of “The Kelly File” 
that Muslims’ “ideology … forbids them to assimilate” to European cul-
ture. She also described the Muslims who have come to Europe as “not 
educated.”

œ On Sept. 26, 2015, Gabriel told the right-wing radio program “Breitbart 
News Saturday” that because of Muslim immigration, “Europe will no lon-
ger be Europe by 2050. Europe has already become Eurabia. Europe is 
Eurabia right now.” Addressing the Syrian refugee crisis, she claimed most 
of the refugees weren’t Syrians and weren’t fleeing war: “They are people 
trying to suck off of the people in the West. They know they can get a free 
ticket for money.”

œ In her 2006 book, Because They Hate: A Survivor of Islamic Terror 
Warns America, Gabriel asserted that “the Arab Muslim world, because of 
its religion and culture, is a natural threat to civilized people of the world.”

œ In a March 7, 2011, New York Times article, Gabriel was quoted warning 
that jihadists were subverting government agencies. “America has been 
infiltrated on all levels by radicals who wish to harm America,” she said. 
“They have infiltrated us at the CIA, at the FBI, at the Pentagon, at the 
State Department.”

http://mediamatters.org/embed/clips/2015/01/13/38196/fnc-hannity-20150107-gabriel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nahwegIDy18
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2015/09/26/brigitte-gabriel-europe-is-eurabia-right-now/
https://books.google.com/books?id=pmmCnppIll0C&pg=PA105&lpg=PA105&dq=%93the+Arab+Muslim+world,+because+of+its+religion+and+culture,+is+a+natural+threat+to+civilized+people+of+the+world.%94&source=bl&ots=eTUKVMZ4mb&sig=d7mfUq4GgtKE9oCrV6ZZQmQ9WX4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi9qdC-3_bPAhWCRSYKHWiADTAQ6AEIHjAA#v=onepage&q=%93the%20Arab%20Muslim%20world%2C%20because%20of%20its%20religion%20and%20culture%2C%20is%20a%20natural%20threat%20to%20civilized%20people%20of%20the%20world.%94&f=false
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/08/us/08gabriel.html?pagewanted=all
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Frank Gaffney Jr.
CENTER FOR SECURITY POLICY*

Frank Gaffney Jr. is a former Reagan administration defense official who 
is gripped by paranoid fantasies about Muslims destroying the West from 
within, suspicious that Barack Obama was actually born in Kenya, and a 
proponent of a new version of the infamous House Un-American Activities 
Committee to root out suspected Muslim subversives. In 1988, Gaffney 
founded the Center for Security Policy* (CSP), which has gone in recent 
years from a hawkish think tank on foreign affairs to a promoter of baseless 
conspiracy theories and groundless accusations, not to mention terri-
ble data. (The CSP organized a wildly unscientific “poll,” cited by Donald 
Trump, that claimed that 25% of Muslims agreed that violence against 
Americans in service of jihad was justifiable. Reputable polls show vastly 
lower numbers.) Gaffney claims that the Muslim Brotherhood has massively 
infiltrated the government (and, without any evidence at all, that Hillary 
Clinton aide Huma Abedin is an agent of the group). In 2011, he accused 
prominent conservatives Grover Norquist and Suhail Kahn, who directed 
Muslim outreach efforts for the Bush White House, of infiltrating the gov-
ernment for the Muslim Brotherhood. As a result, the Conservative Political 
Action Conference — run by the American Conservative Union, on whose 
board Kahn sat — temporarily banned him.

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In a June 9, 2009, column in The Washington Times, Gaffney said: “With 
Mr. Obama’s unbelievably ballyhooed address in Cairo … there is mounting 
evidence that the president not only identifies with Muslims, but actually may 
still be one himself.” His “evidence” included the fact that Obama mentioned 
the “Holy Koran,” knew some things about Islam, and used the phrase “peace 
be upon them” when mentioning Moses, Jesus and Muhammad.

œ In the same 2009 Washington Times column, Gaffney said Obama “has 
aligned himself with adherents to what authoritative Islam calls Shariah — 
notably, the dangerous global movement known as the Muslim Brotherhood.”

œ “We’re witnessing not just the violent kind of jihad that these Islamists 
believe God compels them to engage in, but also, where they must for tac-
tical reasons, a more stealthy kind, or civilizational jihad as the Muslim 
Brotherhood calls it,” Gaffney said in an Oct. 24, 2011, article in Newsmax. 
“We’re witnessing that playing out, not only in places in the Middle East but 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jun/9/americas-first-muslim-president/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jun/9/americas-first-muslim-president/
http://www.newsmax.com/Headline/gaffney-islamist-war-israel/2011/10/24/id/415578/
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also in Europe, in Australia, in Canada and here in the United States as well.”

œ On the Jan. 12, 2015, edition of Fox News’ “Justice with Judge Jeanine,” 
Gaffney claimed that President Obama is “engaged in basically trying to 
enforce Shariah blasphemy laws” and added that “most of those who are 
being brought here” — a reference to Muslims — are bringing “no-go zones” 
as their “preferred practice.” No responsible authority believes that there are 
no-go zones, or places non-Muslims supposedly fear to venture, in America.

œ “Another question yet to be resolved is whether Mr. Obama is a nat-
ural born citizen of the United States,” Gaffney wrote in the Oct. 14, 
2008, Washington Times when Obama was first running for president. 
“Curiously,” he added, “Mr. Obama has, to date, failed to provide an 
authentic birth certificate.”

œ In the same 2008 Washington Times column, Gaffney claimed that “the 
latest indication [is] that the Democratic candidate [Obama] hopes to win 
the White House by relying, in part, on the Jihadist vote.” He warned that 
“between $30 million and $100 million” of the money Obama had raised in 

small donations, not requiring donor dis-
closure, came from places where 

“Islamists are active.” 
According to the Federal 
Election Commission, 
“Foreign nationals are pro-

hibited from making 
any contributions or 

expenditures” in 
U.S. elections.

œ When 
asked at the 
2015 Western 
Conservative 

Summit about 
Somali ref-

ugees, most 
of whom are 

http://mediamatters.org/embed/clips/2015/01/13/38197/fnc-jwjj-20150111-gaffney
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/oct/14/the-jihadist-vote/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/oct/14/the-jihadist-vote/
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Muslim, working at meat processing plants in the U.S., Gaffney responded: 
“I don’t know about you, but it kind of creeps me out that they are getting 
jobs in the food supply of the United States.”

œ In an Aug. 2, 2016, post on his website, Gaffney said: “Incredibly, this 
repressive Shariah doctrine is being insinuated into this country not just 
by Islamists. They are being aided and abetted by some on the political left 
— a reality made all the more bizarre, and outrageous, given the fact that 
women, gays and Jews are among the left’s principal constituencies.”

œ Attacking a law requiring public assistance agencies to offer voter registra-
tion opportunities in November 2013, Gaffney said that Obama was “promoting 
creeping socialism.” He continued: “The process lends itself to abuse and 
fraud. And allies of the President say the goal is to register 68 million, most 
low-income voters. If successful, expect a permanent majority demanding 
government handouts — and the end of America as we have known it.”

Pamela Geller
AMERICAN FREEDOM DEFENSE INITIATIVE*
STOP ISLAMIZATION OF AMERICA*

Pam Geller is probably the best known 
— and the most unhinged — anti-Mus-

lim ideologue in the United States. 
She is the movement’s most visi-

ble and flamboyant figurehead 
and a woman who is relent-
lessly shrill and coarse in 
her denunciations of Islam. 

Aside from the more 
absurd claims on her old 
Atlas Shrugs* website, 
like the assertions that 
President Obama is the 

“love child” of Malcolm 
X and that he was “involved 

with a crack whore,” Geller is 
known for statements like the 

http://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/2016/08/02/sharia-kills-and-mutilates-here/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/gaffney-registering-more-people-to-vote-will-mean-the-end-america-as-we-have-known-it/
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one she made on Fox Business in 2011: “Islam … is an extreme ideology, 
the most radical and extreme ideology on the face of the earth.” Geller, 
the co-founder of the American Freedom Defense Initiative* and Stop 
Islamization of America*, made her name opposing the Park51 project 
in New York City in 2010, labeling it a “victory mosque” being raised by 
Muslims on “conquered land” to celebrate the 9/11 attacks and insinuating 
without evidence that its financing might be tied to terrorists. Geller has 
a special hatred for Obama, who she says is “a third worlder and a cow-
ard” who seeks to “appease his Muslim overlords,” “a muhammadan” who 
“wants jihad to win.” Geller, who is Jewish, was once scheduled to speak 
to a neo-fascist group in Germany and has invited a notorious British 
nationalist group, the violently inclined English Defence League (EDL), 
to speak at a rally. In 2013, she and Robert Spencer were banned from 
entering the United Kingdom to speak to an EDL rally for fear of stirring 
“inter-community violence.” In 2015 in Garland, Texas, Geller sponsored 
a “Draw the Prophet” cartoon contest — an obvious provocation aimed at 
Muslims, who regard graphic depictions of Muhammad as blasphemous 
— which drew two angry U.S.-born jihadists who were killed when they 
attacked the event. An ardent defender of Israel, Geller has described the 
press there as largely “Jewicidal.”

IN HER OWN WORDS  
œ After it was revealed that Anders Breivik —who in 2011 murdered 77 peo-
ple he believed were facilitating Muslim immigration into Norway — had 
cited Geller 12 times in his manifesto, Geller shrugged off any responsibility. 
“If anyone incited him to violence,” she said, “it was Islamic supremacists.”

œ In an April 29, 2011, post on Atlas Shrugs* (now PamelaGeller.com), Geller 
wrote, “President Obama is indeed a bastard, literally and figuratively.”

œ On the May 9, 2014, edition of Fox News’ “Hannity,” Geller said, “Obama 
has sided with jihadists at every turn.” She concluded a list of claims there 
with, “He sided with Al Qaeda and [the] Muslim Brotherhood in Syria.”

œ On Feb. 14, 2011, Geller told the host of Fox Business’ “Follow the Money” 
that Arabic “is the language of Islam and it is a spearhead of an ideological 
project that is deeply opposed to the United States of America.”

œ Geller compared the proposed Park51 Islamic center in lower Manhattan 
to celebrating the Ku Klux Klan on the Aug. 11, 2010, edition of Fox News’ 
“Fox and Friends.” “Would you build a Ku Klux Klan [sic] at the 16th Street 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/25/us/25debate.html?_r=1&pagewanted=2
http://pamelageller.com/2011/04/the-strange-loves-of-barack-hussein-obama-senior.html/
http://www.PamelaGeller.com
http://mediamatters.org/video/2014/05/09/islamophobe-pam-geller-on-fox-news-obama-has-si/199254
http://mediamatters.org/research/2011/07/25/fox-news-has-mainstreamed-pam-gellers-islamopho/183150
http://mediamatters.org/video/2010/08/11/geller-compares-nyc-mosque-to-building-kkk-shri/169076


18 southern poverty law center

Baptist Church in Alabama?” she asked, referring to the black church in 
Birmingham where a 1963 Klan bombing left four young girls dead.

œ In another attack on Park51, Geller said on the May 15, 2010, edition of Fox 
News’ “Huckabee” show that the proposed project “basically embodies the 
very ideology that inspired those attacks on 9/11.” She said it was “an outrage, 
an insult,” that would be “humiliating to the families and to all Americans.”

John Guandolo
STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT GROUP // UNDERSTANDING THE THREAT+

John Guandolo came to anti-Muslim extremism after a stint in the Marines 
and another in the FBI, where he moved into anti-terrorism work after the 
9/11 attacks. But he quit the FBI in December 2008, just as he was about 
to be investigated by the agency’s Office of Professional Responsibility — 
a married man, Guandolo had admitted to having affairs with female FBI 
agents and a confidential source he was assigned to protect during the cor-
ruption case of former U.S. Rep. William Jefferson (D-La.); he also solicited 

that witness for a $75,000 donation for an 
anti-terrorism group. Since starting work 

in that year as vice president of the 
Strategic Engagement Group, Guandolo 

has developed a reputation for 
making outlandish accusa-

tions. Most remarkably, he 
claimed in 2010 that John 
Brennan, then President 

Obama’s nominee to 
lead the CIA, was 

a secret con-
vert to Islam 
who had aided 
the Muslim 

Brotherhood. 
Snopes, a fact-
checking service, 
said that that was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbUxcgrgUnE
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“unfounded” and referred to Guandolo’s “demonstrated inclination to make 
claims without factual basis.” Similarly, National Public Radio reported in 
2011 that Guandolo, in one of many seminars he offers to law enforcement, 
had suggested to a Columbus, Ohio, class that Omar al-Omari, a college 
professor who worked with local and national officials to do Muslim out-
reach, was tied to terrorism — a claim rebutted by officials of the FBI, the 
Department of Homeland Security and the Columbus police department. 
In 2012, Guandolo created Understanding the Threat+, a consulting com-
pany meant to spread his message to law enforcement officials and others. 
In remarks over the years, Guandolo has said that 80% of U.S. mosques 
were run by the Muslim Brotherhood, which he claimed “has organiza-
tions in every locale across the United States,” and should therefore be shut 
down by the authorities; charged that Obama had purposely placed “com-
munists, Marxists and jihadists … inside our system”; and said, despite the 
Constitution’s clear wording to the contrary, that mosques “do not have a 
First Amendment right to do anything.”

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ Speaking at a Tennessee church in November 2011, Guandolo said local 
mosques were fronts for the Muslim Brotherhood. Of mosques in general, 
he said, “They do not have a First Amendment right to do anything.”

œ On a June 18, 2016, radio show, Guandolo said Americans would soon see 
“dozens of jihadis doing multiple operations in conjunction with the Marxist 
and socialist groups like Black Lives Matter, which will be, you know, burning 
and looting cities like they did in Ferguson [Mo.] and Baltimore.”

œ When one of his law enforcement trainings was canceled after criticism 
from the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR), Guandolo wrote 
a June 2, 2016, article accusing CAIR of being a “terrorist organization.” 
He added: “Suit wearing jihadis are no less dangerous than ISIS soldiers 
on the battlefield.”

œ On a June 13, 2016, radio show, Guandolo told Virginia host Rob 
Schilling that Democrats were bringing “tens of thousands of jihadis” 
into the country as refugees. He added derisively that Democrats are then 
“shocked or feign shock when something like what happened in Orlando 
[Fla.] happens,” a reference to the murder of 49 people a day earlier.

œ Guandolo told WorldNetDaily on April 3, 2016, that the U.S. should arrest 
“all of the Muslim Brotherhood leaders in the U.S., shutting down their 

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-02-15/terrorism-training-tennessee/53102430/1
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/john-guandolo-black-lives-matter-working-in-conjunction-with-jihadis/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/texas-college-cancels-controversial-law-enforcement-training-event-led-by-anti-muslim-conspiracy-a7061731.html
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/john-guandolo-democrats-defend-terrorists-paved-the-way-for-orlando-massacre/
http://www.wnd.com/2016/04/over-2000-ticking-time-bombs-in-u-s/
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organizations and all Muslim Brotherhood mosques, which is 80% of them.”

œ On Feb. 8, 2013, Guandolo told a radio show that John Brennan, who would 
soon be confirmed to head the CIA, had “interwoven his life professionally 
and personally with individuals that we know are terrorists and he has given 
them access” to top federal officials, according to Salon. He added that “Mr. 
Brennan did convert to Islam when he served in an official capacity on behalf 
of the United States when he served in Saudi Arabia,” and that that “was the 
culmination of a counterintelligence operation … to recruit him.”

Ayaan Hirsi Ali
Ayaan Hirsi Ali is a Somali-born activist who says she endured female gen-
ital mutilation and fled civil wars and an arranged marriage in Africa. She 
then moved to the Netherlands and became a parliamentarian for a time. 
But key parts of the story she told Dutch immigration authorities and the 
public there turned out to be false — she had never witnessed any civil 
war, attendees said she was at her wedding despite her claim to have not 
been present, and her husband paid her way to Europe and later granted 
her a divorce. Leaving the Netherlands after quitting its Parliament in 
disgrace, Hirsi Ali became a citizen of the United States, accepting an 
invitation to join the conserva-
tive American Enterprise 
Institute. Although she 
now positions herself 
as an ex-Muslim cham-
pion of women’s rights, 
her anti-Muslim rheto-
ric is remarkably toxic. 
In 2007, she told Reason 
magazine that the West 
should “defeat” Islam 
and that “we are war 
with Islam.” The same 
year, she said that Islam 
was “the new fascism” and 
a “destructive, nihilistic cult 

http://www.salon.com/2013/02/10/john_brennan_is_a_secret_muslim_says_anti_islam_activist/
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of death” in an interview with The London Evening Standard. In 2014, 
Brandeis University withdrew its offer of an honorary degree for her, say-
ing that it had been unaware of her vitriolic attacks on Islam. While in the 
Netherlands, she wrote the script for a short and provocative film about 
women and Islam directed by the Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh, who 
was murdered in the street by a jihadist a short time after its release. The 
murderer left a note threatening to also kill Hirsi Ali pinned to his victim’s 
body with a knife.

IN HER OWN WORDS  
œ In her 2007 interview with The London Evening Standard, Hirsi Ali “advo-
cated the closing of Islamic schools in the West and said that ‘violence is 
inherent in Islam,’” according to a later account in The New York Times.

œ In her 2007 Reason interview, she said, “There comes a moment when 
you crush your enemy” militarily, and added, “There is no moderate 
Islam. … [T]here’s really only one Islam, defined as submission to the 
will of God. There’s nothing moderate about it.” She also told the journal 
that she had sought to “get rid of” all Islamic schools in the Netherlands 
while living there.

œ In a July 11, 2009, essay for the online World Post, Hirsi Ali criticized 
President Obama for denouncing “Islamic extremism without once asso-
ciating Islam with extremism.” She threw cold water on the idea of the U.S 
cooperating with Muslims in order to battle jihadist extremism.

œ In an Aug. 18, 2010, Wall Street Journal op-ed, “How to Win the Clash of 
Civilizations,” Hirsi Ali said that Islam “is at war with America” and wrote 
that Western civilization “needs to be actively defended” against Islam.

œ Appearing on the March 23, 2015, edition of “The Daily Show,” she 
said, “If you look at 70% of the violence in the world today, Muslims are 
responsible.” Experts said the claim appeared to be bogus, and she later 
amended it to say 70% of fatalities “were in wars involving Muslims,” 
including civil wars.

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/09/us/brandeis-cancels-plan-to-give-honorary-degree-to-ayaan-hirsi-ali-a-critic-of-islam.html
https://reason.com/archives/2007/10/10/the-trouble-is-the-west/print
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ayaan-hirsi-ali/the-ipod-and-the-queen-th_b_214045.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748703426004575338471355710184
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052748703426004575338471355710184
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052748703426004575338471355710184
http://www.aei.org/article/society-and-culture/religion/obama-should-speak-truth-to-islam-because-others-cant/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71dBK0iCRro
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David Horowitz
DAVID HOROWITZ FREEDOM CENTER* // FRONTPAGE MAGAZINE

David Horowitz is a former hardline Marxist who, with all the customary zeal 
of the converted, has made a career of maligning supposedly left-wing schol-
ars, accusing an array of enemies including prominent conservatives of being 
agents of the Muslim Brotherhood, and publishing reckless attacks on “the 
American left, whose agendas are definitely to destroy this country,” as he told 
Al Jazeera in 2008. He added, “The American left wanted us to lose the Cold 
War with the Soviets and it wants us to lose the war on terror.” After his repu-
diation of leftist politics, Horowitz started the Center for the Study of Popular 
Culture, a group meant “to establish a conservative presence in Hollywood,” 
which was rebranded as the David Horowitz Freedom Center almost two 
decades later. The center publishes the online FrontPage Magazine, edited by 
Horowitz, and in recent years it has also become the premier financier of radi-
cal anti-Muslim extremism. In 2006, Horowitz wrote The Professors: The 101 
Most Dangerous Academics in America, a McCarthyist book that was pilloried 
by Free Exchange on Campus, a coalition of 10 influential groups including 
the American Association of University Professors, in a major study called 
Facts Count. The study concluded that “Horowitz’s research is sloppy in the 
extreme” and rife with “inaccuracies, distortions and manipulations of fact.”

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ Horowitz told the Columbia Spectator for its Oct. 15, 2007, edition that 
“somewhere between 150 million and 750 million Muslims support a 
holy war against Christians, Jews, and other Muslims who don’t hap-
pen to believe in the Quran according to Bin Laden.” As noted above (see 
Brigitte Gabriel), respected terrorism expert Peter Bergen surveyed other 
experts in 2014 and concluded that the global total of extremists belong-
ing to jihadist groups was somewhere between 85,000 and 106,000 of the 
world’s 1.6 billion Muslims.

œ Horowitz’s center placed an ad in an April 2008 issue of a campus news-
paper, The Daily Nexus, claiming that the Muslim Student Association was 
“founded by members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the godfather of Al Qaeda 
and Hamas, to bring jihad into the heart of American higher education.” In 
fact, it had worked with Jewish campus groups, according to faculty members.

œ Speaking on May 12, 2008, at the University of California, Santa Barbara, after 
running his April Daily Nexus ad attacking the Muslim Student Association, 

http://spc.columbiaspectator.com/2007/10/15/who%E2%80%99s-afraid-islamo-fascism-awareness-week
http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archives/article_a494afce-cd66-54f5-ad29-c8e6ba304c07.html
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Horowitz said, “There is a movement for a second Holocaust of the Jews that 
is being supported on this campus by the Muslim Student Association!” He also 
described the traditional Arab keffiyeh headdress for men as a symbol of terror-
ism, according to a report in the Santa Barbara Independent.

œ In his 2006 book, The Professors, Horowitz defended the late Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy, saying, “It is now known … that McCarthy underes-
timated the extent of Soviet infiltration in American government and 
that virtually all individuals called before congressional committees 
were involved in a conspiratorial network controlled by the Kremlin.” As 
pointed out in Facts Count, it is false that all or most of those who were 
called were involved in such a network. It is also untrue that McCarthy’s 
wild accusations were an underestimate.

œ In just one example of the propaganda in his book, The Professors, 
Horowitz wrote of widely respected Reconstruction scholar Eric Foner, 
“Professor Foner participated in an anti-war ‘teach in’ at Columbia 
University, where he invoked Communist Party icon Paul Robeson as a 
model of patriotism.” In his attack on Foner, Horowitz also noted that 
another professor at the teach-in 
had maligned the U.S. military 
and said he'd like "to see a mil-
lion Mogadishus." But at 
the teach-in, Foner cited 
Robeson, who also has 
been honored on a 
U.S. stamp, only 
by saying, "The 
patriot is the per-
son who is never 
satisfied with his 
country" — hardly 
a pro-Commu-
nist slogan. And 
Horowitz also 
failed to men-
tion that Foner had 

http://www.independent.com/news/2008/may/15/david-horowitz-provokes-extreme-response-anti-arab/
http://cdn.publicinterestnetwork.org/assets/woUsLGhMMPR98xFTxvDWyw/Facts_Count-Report.pdf
https://books.google.com/books?id=1yL7y9H-YHcC&pg=PT48&lpg=PT48&dq=%E2%80%9CProfessor+Foner+participated+in+an+anti-war+%E2%80%98teach+in%E2%80%99+at+Columbia+University,+where+he+invoked+Communist+Party+icon+Paul+Robeson+as+a+model+of+patriotism.
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criticized his fellow professor's comment about the military on the very 
same day as the teach-in, calling it "reprehensible."

œ Horowitz told Fox News on Sept. 3, 2010, that university professors are 
“recruiting for radical parties, terrorist-supporting parties, no question.”

œ On March 24, 2005, Horowitz claimed “there are only a couple of 
degrees of separation between anybody on the left and the terrorists 
— and that includes people in the Democratic Party, even those who are 
anti-terrorist.”

Ryan Mauro
CLARION PROJECT+

Ryan Mauro is a “national security analyst” with the Clarion Project+ (for-
merly, the Clarion Fund), an organization known for making and distributing 
millions of DVDs of anti-Muslim films that portray, among other things, the 
threat of Islamism as akin to Nazism. One of them, “The Third Jihad,” was 
described by The New York Times editorial board as “a hate-filled film about 

Muslims” that “argues that the real agenda 
for Islamists in America is to 

infiltrate and dominate the 
country.” Earlier, while work-
ing at the LGBT-bashing 
Christian Action Network, 

Mauro was the producer 
of similar propaganda 

film, “Sacrificed 
Survivors: The 
Untold Story of the 
Ground Zero Mega-
Mosque.” (The 

Park51 development 
it attacked was in fact 

not a mosque and was 
not located at Ground 
Zero.) Mauro also is 
known for vigorously 

http://mediamatters.org/video/2010/09/03/horowitz-professors-are-recruiting-for-radical/170274
http://mediamatters.org/research/2011/03/05/beck-turns-to-the-fringe-to-validate-his-crazy/177230
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pushing the false claim of “no-go zones” in France. (Like other Muslim-
bashers, he confused a government list of “sensitive urban zones” for a list 
of no-go zones.) He has accused Republican New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie 
of being “in bed” with the Muslim Brotherhood. In 2005, at age 18, Mauro 
wrote a book, Death to America: The Unreported Battle of Iraq, that its Amazon 
description boasts “reveals the truth about the existence of Iraqi WMD pro-
grams and their movement into other countries, Saddam Hussein’s role in 
helping Osama bin Laden attack the free world, and the ongoing treachery 
of so-called allies.” Such claims about Iraq have been conclusively debunked. 
Past and present members of Clarion’s advisory board include extremists 
Frank Gaffney, Walid Phares and Zuhdi Jasser, who narrated Clarion’s 2005 
film, “Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West,” 28 million copies of 
which were distributed as newspaper inserts in swing states shortly before 
the 2008 election that first brought Barack Obama to office. Several investi-
gators have reported that The Clarion Project+ long shared an office and staff 
with Aish HaTorah, an ultra-Orthodox Jewish outreach organization.

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In a January 2015 appearance on Fox News’ “The O’Reilly Factor,” 
Mauro showed a map showing 20 American cities that he said housed 
one or more “radical Muslim organization[s].” Concerned officials in Oak 
Brook, Ill., contacted the FBI but were told that the two groups there 
mentioned by Mauro were not jihadist and that there were “no threats or 
concerns,” a village official said.

 œ In a July 9, 2010, article on Islamist Watch while he was still a Christian 
Action Network official, Mauro said, “The French government actually 
has a website where it tabulates 751 ‘sensitive urban zones,’ which have 
been accurately described as ‘no-go zones.’” Actually, there is no such 
thing as no-go zones, as even Daniel Pipes, the originator of the no-go 
zone myth, has admitted. The 751 zones were areas where urban blight 
and poverty were serious problems.

œ “Islamist groups are, as we speak, hard at work creating Muslim states-
within-states in the U.S.,” Mauro claimed in the same July 9, 2010, article. 
He then referred to 22 Muslim enclaves, such as Islamberg, N.Y., and to 
allegations that they have been used for “paramilitary training.” Law 
enforcement officials in Islamberg and elsewhere have refuted these base-
less claims, which Mauro nevertheless termed “a profound challenge to 
America’s constitutional order.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khSyg2ZuXUE
http://www.islamist-watch.org/4404/muslim-enclaves-usa
http://www.islamist-watch.org/4404/muslim-enclaves-usa
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œ In a Feb. 17, 2010, article in David Horowitz’s FrontPage Magazine, Mauro 
wrote that the Muslim Public Affairs Council was “an organization whose 
extremism has been catalogued.” In fact, the group has worked to ensure 
that mosques are not used as bases for terrorism, among other things, and 
no responsible official has accused it of supporting jihadist violence.

œ In a fawning review of his Death to America book in American Thinker 
— a right-wing journal featuring writers like attack dog Ann Coulter 
— Mauro is characterized as “connect[ing] both [Iraqi] Republican 
Guardsman Hussein Hashem al-Hussaini and suspected Iraqi agent Ramzi 
Yousef to the 1995 bombing of Oklahoma City’s Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building. Witnesses saw al-Hussaini there with Timothy McVeigh, and 
Yousef taught bomb making to Terry Nichols during their simultaneous 
stay with the Philippines’ Abu Sayyef terror group.” In fact, no credible 
evidence — other than the wild theories of McVeigh’s defense attorney — 
backs either of Mauro’s claims.

Robert Muise
AMERICAN FREEDOM LAW CENTER*

Robert Muise is the senior counsel of the American Freedom Law Center* 
(AFLC) and also its co-founder, along with anti-Muslim ideologue David 
Yerushalmi. The main activity of the center, whose mission is “to fight for 
faith and freedom,” has been to push a model statute written by Yerushalmi 
prohibiting the imposition of Shariah religious laws on U.S. courts — an 
impossibility, in criminal law, under the Constitution. As a lawyer, Muise has 
defended anti-Muslim propagandists Pamela Geller and Robert Spencer’s 
ads attacking the Muslim faith as protected free speech, and defended the 
owners of a Florida gun shop and an Oklahoma gun range who refused to 
serve Muslims. He also defended a retired Marine who was charged with 
breaking Camp Lejeune, N.C., rules banning offensive stickers by driving 
a vehicle emblazoned with “Disgrace My Countries [sic] Flag And I Will 
Shit on Your Quran,” among other things. Earlier, Muise was with the right-
wing Thomas More Law Center, where as senior trial counsel he filed a suit 
against the Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009 that contended that “the 
sole purpose of this law is to criminalize the Bible … and [impose] long jail 
sentences to silence Christians” from describing homosexuality as a sin. The 

http://www.frontpagemag.com/fpm/50834/rashad-hussains-troubling-ties-ryan-mauro
http://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2006/09/iraqs_role_in_terrorism.html
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claim was ludicrous — the law actually included explicit guarantees of free 
speech and religious liberty. Muise also once gave a 40-minute interview to 
the blatantly anti-Semitic American Free Press.

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In an April 8, 2013, AFLC press release, Muise said: “It is crucial that 
Americans understand the threat our Nation faces from sharia-adherent 
Islam, especially from stealth jihadists who covertly seek to perpetuate 
sharia into American society.”

œ In a July 5, 2012, interview with the National Catholic Register, Muise 
said, “Most people don’t know that 80% of the mosques in the United 
States distribute literature that promotes violence against nonbelievers.” 
He cited a study co-authored by fellow AFLC extremist David Yerushalmi.

œ “Secular progressives have an agenda and know that Christians 
and Christian principles are their main obstacle,” Muise, an obser-
vant Catholic, said in the same July 5, 2012, interview with the National 
Catholic Register. “They don’t want us to be able to fight back. At the end 
of the day, it’s a battle between good and evil.”

œ Muise told Fox News on June 29, 2010, that “[i]t’s probably not a coin-
cidence in a city where you have the largest Muslim population in the 
United States that you have police who are 
persecuting Christians.”

œ Discussing his defense of 
the owners of a Florida gun 
shop and an Oklahoma gun 
range who refused to serve 
Muslims in a Feb. 17, 2016, 
Reuters article, Muise 
said, “The law does 
not require a gun 
shop or gun range 
owner — owners of 
an inherently dan-
gerous business 
— to equip or train 
the next jihadist.”

http://www.americanfreedomlawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/pressapps/9754776821dacfa560a46c52a8e97964d6eeeca2.pdf
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/robert-muise-extends-his-marine-corps-oath-to-law-practice
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/robert-muise-extends-his-marine-corps-oath-to-law-practice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUdYsvA3wg0
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-oklahoma-islam-idUSKCN0VQ2OH


28 southern poverty law center

œ Attacking the federal hate crimes law in 2010, Muise said that “oppo-
nents of Christianity” were “continuing to press and fight as long and hard 
as they can to ensure that, you know, their really deviant sexual behav-
ior is elevated to a special protected class … and they … want to silence 
Christians who oppose it. … [T]hey really want to equate the biblical 
teaching of homosexuality with racist speech… . I mean, this is all part and 
parcel of a really grand plan.”

œ On May 23, 2014, Muise told TV host Glenn Beck that America was “the 
chosen nation” and that it was “founded on Judeo-Christian principles.” 
“We have many domestic enemies,” he said, “and we’re going to fight them.”

Maajid Nawaz
Maajid Nawaz is a British activist and part of the “ex-radical” circuit of former 
Islamists who use that experience to savage Islam. His story, which has been 
told repeatedly in the British and American press and in testimony to legisla-
tors as well, sounds compelling enough — Nawaz says he grew up being 
attacked by neo-Nazi skinheads in the United Kingdom, spent 
almost four years in an Egyptian prison after joining a 
supposedly nonviolent Islamist group, but had 
a change of heart while imprisoned 
and then returned to England to 
work against the radicalization 
of Muslims. But major ele-
ments of his story have been 
disputed by former friends, 
members of his family, fel-
low jihadists and journalists, 
and the evidence suggests that 
Nawaz is far more interested 
in self-promotion and money 
than in any particular ide-
ological dispute. He told 
several different versions of 
his story, emphasizing that 
he was deradicalized while 

http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/if-anything-they-said-was-true-theyd-both-be-in-jail/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yw1rAEkv-_8
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in Egypt — even though he in fact continued his Islamist agitation for months 
after returning. After starting the Quilliam Foundation, which he describes as 
an anti-extremism think tank, Nawaz sent a secret list to a top British security 
official that accused “peaceful Muslim groups, politicians, a television channel 
and a Scotland Yard unit of sharing the ideology of terrorists,” according to The 
Guardian. His Quilliam Foundation received more than 1.25 million pounds 
from the British government, but the government eventually decided to stop 
funding it. One of Nawaz’s biggest purported coups was getting anti-Mus-
lim extremist Tommy Robinson to quit as head of the violence-prone English 
Defence League, trumpeting his departure at a press conference. But Robinson 
later said Quilliam had paid him some 8,000 British pounds to allow Nawaz 
to take credit for what he already planned to do. Shortly afterward, Robinson 
returned to anti-Muslim agitation with other groups.

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In the list sent to a top British security official in 2010, headlined 
“Preventing Terrorism: Where Next for Britain?” Quilliam wrote, “The 
ideology of non-violent Islamists is broadly the same as that of violent 
Islamists; they disagree only on tactics.” An official with Scotland Yard’s 
Muslim Contact Unit told The Guardian that “[t]he list demonises a whole 
range of groups that in my experience have made valuable contributions 
to counter-terrorism.”

œ In a Nov. 16, 2013, op-ed in the Daily Mail, Nawaz called for criminal-
izing the wearing of the veil, or niqab, in many public places, saying: “It 
is not only reasonable, but our duty to insist individuals remove the veil 
when they enter identity-sensitive environments such as banks, airports, 
courts and schools.”

œ According to a Jan. 24, 2014, report in The Guardian, Nawaz tweeted out 
a cartoon of Jesus and Muhammad — despite the fact that many Muslims 
see it as blasphemous to draw Muhammad. He said that he wanted “to carve 
out a space to be heard without constantly fearing the blasphemy charge.”

œ Nawaz, who had described himself as a “feminist,” was “filmed repeatedly 
trying to touch a naked lap dancer,” according to an April 10, 2015, report in 
the Daily Mail. The paper apparently got the security film from the owner of 
a strip club who was incensed by Nawaz’s claims to be a religious Muslim.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2010/aug/04/quilliam-foundation-list-alleged-extremism
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2508476/Maajid-Nawaz-Why-I-Muslim-believe-veil-barred-schools.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/jan/28/speaking-islam-loudmouths-hijacked
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3034312/The-married-Lib-Dem-feminist-drunken-strip-club-night-temptation-caught-camera.html
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Daniel Pipes
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Daniel Pipes, who founded the Middle East Forum in 1990 and is still its 
president, has an apparently respectable background as a professor at lead-
ing schools including Harvard University, where his father once taught, 
and the University of Chicago. But he largely left academia in 1986, tell-
ing an interviewer for Harvard Magazine that he had “the simple politics 
of a truck driver, not the complex ones of an academic.” And that self-
assessment does not seem off base. In 2010, Pipes attacked Feisal Abdul 
Rauf, who was trying to build an Islamic center in lower Manhattan, and 
his wife, calling them “unsavory Islamists” and saying “this initiative car-
ries the unmistakable odor of Islamic triumphalism” and “should be barred 
from opening.” In fact, Rauf is a well-known moderate who conducted 
trainings for the FBI and the State Department after 9/11 and spent a career 
trying to improve relations between Muslims and the West. In 2002, Pipes 
organized Campus Watch, a website widely accused of McCarthyism 
after publishing dossiers on college professors he deemed “hostile” to 
America. In 2004, Pipes endorsed the internment of ethnic Japanese in 
American prison camps in World War II and held that up as a model for 
dealing with Muslims today. According to Bloomberg Businessweek, Pipes 
also was the original source of the 
much-ridiculed claim that there 
are hundreds of “no-go zones” 
in Europe where Shariah law 
prevails and where non-Mus-
lims, including police, are 
afraid to go — a claim 
Bloomberg described 
as “totally false.” In 
2013, after visiting 
Europe, Pipes took 
it all back, saying he 
"regret[ted] having 
called these areas no-go 
zones." Pipes’ Middle East 
Forum is a major funder of 
Muslim-bashers even more 
radical than himself.
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IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In a Sept. 10, 2014, article in The National Review, Pipes reacted furiously 
to President Obama’s “preposterous claim” that the Islamic State was “not 
Islamic” in nature. Contrary to Obama’s “idiocy,” he said, the infamous ter-
rorist organization is “100 percent Islamic … profoundly Islamic.”

œ Pipes criticized the “hypocrisy” of authorities who say they are not profil-
ing Muslims, calling it “best to be honest and open about necessary preventive 
actions, however distasteful they may be” in a Dec. 22, 2005, article.

œ In an April 21, 2013, article, Pipes speculated that jihadist attackers 
might soon dress in the full-body coverings worn by ultra-conservative 
Muslim women and called for their banning. “One must expect future 
non-suicide bombers to turn to niqabs or burqas,” he wrote. “But why wait 
for them to engage in more murders? Why close the barn door only after 
the horse has run away? Far smarter would be to ban whole-body covers 
in public places now.”

œ Pipes attacked The 99, a comic book with Muslim superheroes that was 
lauded by President Obama, in an April 17, 2012, article. “[T]o the Islamic 
indoctrination of Western children, already present in schools through 
textbooks … now add comic books and the many spin-offs,” he said. “The 
99 might be fine for Muslim children … but non-Muslim children should 
not be exposed to missionizing propaganda of this sort,” he concluded.

œ One day after the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma City bombing, Pipes told 
USA Today: “People need to understand that this is just the beginning. The 
[Muslim] fundamentalists are on the upsurge, and they make it clear that 
they are targeting us.” In fact, the bombing was carried out by Timothy 
McVeigh, an antigovernment American extremist who had nothing to do 
with Islam.

http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/387675/sorry-mr-president-isis-100-percent-islamic-daniel-pipes
http://www.danielpipes.org/blog/2005/12/pretending-not-to-profile-muslims
http://www.danielpipes.org/blog/2013/04/boston-bombing-lesson-ban-niqabs-and-burqas
http://www.danielpipes.org/11019/islam-cartoon-missionaries
http://fair.org/extra/the-experts-speak/
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Walid Shoebat
SHOEBAT FOUNDATION*

Walid Shoebat is a Palestinian American who claims to have been a 
Palestine Liberation Organization terrorist and who now spends his time 
flinging crude insults at Muslims and smearing virtually anyone who 
disagrees with him on any point. But like so many on the “ex-terrorist” 
Muslim-bashing circuit, the claims from Shoebat, who is now an evangel-
ical Christian, are extremely dubious, as shown in serious investigations 
by CNN, The Jerusalem Post and others. For instance, officials in Israel 
could find no evidence that he once bombed an Israeli bank or spent time 
in Israeli jails, as he claims. Shoebat, who has been used as a “terrorism 
expert” on CNN and elsewhere, has asserted that all Muslim organizations 
in America “should be the No. 1 enemy,” described Muslims in Brussels, 
Belgium, as “bearded boiling brussel sprouts that stink till high heaven,” 
and smeared the Muslim Gold Star father who criticized Donald Trump 
as an Islamist operative. Shoebat’s Shoebat.com blog is filled with vicious 
attacks on Muslims and non-evangelical Christians from both Shoebat and 
his filth-spewing son, Theodore Shoebat. The younger Shoebat has called 
for “Those Who Refuse to Submit to Christian Society,” along with LGBT 
people, to be put to death, and boastfully referred to himself as a “proud 
fascist.”

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ Walid Shoebat has called Islam “the devil,” according to a June 26, 2010, 
Washington Post story that questioned his claim to have been a terrorist.

œ In an undated YouTube video, Shoebat said of President Obama, “If Islam 
is not playing the major role in Antichrist spirit, why do you think the devil 
wants to appoint somebody connected to Islam in the White House?”

œ In an Aug. 18, 2010, appearance on “Fox & Friends,” Shoebat said of 
Feisal Abdul Rauf, who was then trying to build the Park51 Islamic cen-
ter in lower Manhattan: “His support of Hamas, Hezbollah, the Islamic 
jihad movement has been expressed by him in the Arabic language. … This 
is straight support for terrorism.” In fact, Media Matters consulted two 
scholars of Islamic movements, asking them to read the Arabic newspa-
pers that Shoebat cited. One of them called Shoebat’s claims a “blatant 
misrepresentation” and the other said the articles citing Rauf did “not 
show any support for terrorism.”

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/25/AR2010062504435.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl5KUQCJND8&feature=related
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2010/09/03/islamic-studies-experts-debunk-inflammatory-all/170256
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2010/09/03/islamic-studies-experts-debunk-inflammatory-all/170256
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œ Shoebat claimed in a May 26, 2016, appearance on the One America News 
Network that the missing Malaysia Airlines flight and the Egypt Air flight that 
had recently crashed were destroyed by Muslim pilots wanting to be jihadist 
martyrs. There was no evidence for that claim, and none has emerged since.

œ In the same May 26, 2016, interview, Shoebat said he had stopped fly-
ing as a result of fearing Muslim pilots. “I stopped flying even in the U.S. two 
years ago,” he said. “I completely — I flew 3,000 flights to get my message 
out to this country. Finally, I realized, I get into an airline where I see 20 
Yemeni students, it’s terrifying. I do not know if the pilot is Muslim or not.”

œ “All Islamic organizations in America should be the No. 1 enemy,” 
Shoebat said at a 2010 speaking engagement in South Dakota, according 
to a July 14, 2011, CNN investigative piece. “All of them,” he added. The 
same story quoted Shoebat claiming that law enforcement could easily 
have stopped the 9/11 attacks by looking for “zabibahs,” or marks on the 
foreheads of Muslims caused by bowing their heads to the ground dur-
ing prayers: “[H]ad we looked at the 
zabibah only, we would have 
deflected a suicide action of 
killing 3,000 Americans.”

œ On April 22, 2013, 
Shoebat blamed mul-
ticulturalism for the 
Boston Marathon bomb-
ing. “There will be more 
to come, as long as we 
keep observing the 
modern world’s sick 
obsession with mul-
ticulturalism,” he and 
his son wrote in an 
essay, “The Tsarnaev 
Brothers and the 
Coming Savage 
Empire of Islam.”

http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/walid-shoebat-wont-fly-anymore-because-pilots-might-be-muslim/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/walid-shoebat-wont-fly-anymore-because-pilots-might-be-muslim/
http://www.cnn.com/2011/US/07/11/terrorism.expert/
https://pjmedia.com/lifestyle/2013/4/22/the-tsarnaev-brothers-and-the-coming-savage-empire-of-islam/
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Robert Spencer
JIHAD WATCH* // AMERICAN FREEDOM DEFENSE INITIATIVE* //
STOP ISLAMIZATION OF AMERICA*

Robert Spencer is commonly referred to as one of the few real intellectu-
als in the anti-Muslim movement, and it is true that he is the author of more 
than a dozen books, two of which made the New York Times Best Seller 
List. But Spencer is entirely self-taught in the study of Islam, he has part-
nered with a woman known as one of the least reasoned enemies of Islam 
in the country, and he is given to the same kinds of extravagant, and often 
provably false, claims that characterize most Muslim-bashers. Spencer 
has complained of “Shariah enclaves” and predicted that they will grow 
across America; referred to Barack Obama as “the first Muslim presi-
dent”; claimed that Islam “mandates warfare against unbelievers” and said 
that “traditional Islam is not moderate or peaceful”; and even suggested 
that the media may be getting money to depict Muslims in a positive light. 
Spencer started his own anti-Muslim website, Jihad Watch*, in 2003. In 
2010, he co-founded both the American Freedom Defense Initiative* and 
Stop Islamization of America* with Pamela Geller. In 2013, he and Geller 
were banned from entering the United Kingdom for at least three years 
because the pair’s views “foster hatred which might lead to inter-commu-
nity violence.” Spencer wrote a Nov. 8, 2011, article in Crisis magazine with 
a recommended reading list that included 
such white nationalist books as Jean 
Raspail’s 1973 Camp of the Saints, an 
intensely racist novel that depicts 
France overrun by 
swarthy hordes of 
non-white immi-
grants from India. 
In his Crisis arti-
cle, Spencer 
described mul-
ticulturalism as a 
“heresy” that is intent 
on “denigrating and ulti-
mately destroying the 
Judeo-Christian West.”
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IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ Angered at news about the production of a new line of halal-certi-
fied soups, Spencer reacted on Oct. 5, 2010, with a blog post headlined, 
"Campbell's Soup goes halal with approval from Hamas-linked ISNA."

œ In a Jan. 14, 2006, post on Jihad Watch, Spencer wrote: “[T]raditional 
Islam itself is not moderate or peaceful. It is the only major world religion 
with a developed doctrine and tradition of warfare against unbelievers.”

œ After the Conservative Political Action Conference made it clear that 
it was not then welcoming anti-Muslim extremists like him, Spencer 
described the extremely conservative gathering as a “Shariah-compliant 
conference.” He was speaking to anti-LGBT radio host Bryan Fischer on 
March 14, 2013.

œ On Sept. 16, 2011, Spencer told radio host Janet Mefferd that the term 
“Islamophobia” was created to criminalize criticism of Islam. Muslims “had a 
big public relations disaster on 9/11,” he said. “They’ve turned it around with 
amazing skill and I can’t help but think that maybe media is getting some 
money for this.” In the same interview, he said freedom of religion shouldn’t 
be “considered absolute” because Islam “impinges upon our freedoms.”

œ Spencer linked “the left” to Islam in a Sept. 19, 2011, radio show. “[T]he 
left doesn’t really like America or Western civilization and so I think that 
they see in Islam another entity that doesn’t like Western civilization and 
so they see it, in it an ally, and that’s essentially what’s going on,” he said.

œ In a Jan. 9, 2015, appearance on Fox News’ “Hannity,” Spencer said 
a “core principle” of Islam is “the idea of emigrating to a new place to 
conquer and Islamize it, and that’s exactly what we’re seeing.” He said 
“Shariah enclaves” will “inevitably grow and continue to grow until, 
finally, that’s all there is.”

œ Spencer claimed at a Feb. 15, 2010, event that it is “absurd” to think that 
“Islam is a religion of peace that’s been hijacked by a tiny minority.”

œ On the Feb. 25, 2003, edition of MSNBC’s “Nachman,” Spencer cited a 
cleric to assert that “80% of the mosques in the United States are actually con-
trolled by extremists.”

https://www.jihadwatch.org/2010/10/campbells-soup-goes-halal-with-approval-from-hamas-linked-isna
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2011/06/splc-fronts-for-the-jihad-smears-freedom-fighters
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/spencer-cpac-is-a-sharia-compliant-conference-where-islamic-law-has-been-implemented/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/spencer-suggests-the-media-are-getting-some-money-to-positively-portray-muslims/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/spencer-claims-liberals-and-islamists-are-united-by-their-shared-loathing-of-america/
http://mediamatters.org/embed/clips/2015/01/13/38208/fnc-hannity-20150109-spencer
http://mediamatters.org/video/2010/02/22/jihad-watchs-spencer-its-absurd-to-think-that-i/160747
http://mediamatters.org/research/2011/02/02/zombie-lie-right-still-clinging-to-decade-old-f/175854
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David Yerushalmi
AMERICAN FREEDOM LAW CENTER* // CENTER FOR SECURITY POLICY*

David Yerushalmi, a Hasidic Jew who is a veteran of the right-wing Israeli set-
tlers movement, is not only one of the most vitriolic and vicious U.S. critics of 
Islam and of all Muslims — he is also an especially effective propagandist who 
has done far more than most to make life miserable for American Muslims. He 
is best known for writing, in 2010, the American Laws for American Courts 
model legislation that has been adopted in more than half a dozen states and 
considered in more than a dozen others. The law is meaningless — foreign 
laws cannot constitutionally trump U.S. criminal laws — a fact that Yerushalmi, 
a lawyer, virtually admitted, telling The New York Times that its purpose was 
“heuristic,” or meant to teach Americans about the perils of Shariah rather 

than deal with a real legal problem. In 2006, 
he founded the Society of Americans for 

National Existence, which proposed a law 
making “adherence to Islam” a crime 
punishable by 20 years in prison; ordering 
Congress to declare war on “the Muslim 

Nation”; declaring non-citizen Muslims 
in America to be “alien enemies”; 

barring Muslim immigration; 
and setting up “special criminal 
camps” to house undocumented 
immigrants. In 2012, he co-
founded the American Freedom 

Law Center*, with Robert Muise, 
to “defend our nation’s Judeo-

Christian heritage in the courts.” And 
he is general counsel to the Center for 

Security Policy*, an anti-Muslim group run 
by extremist Frank Gaffney. But his radical-

ism is not limited to attacking Muslims. In a 2006 essay, “On Race: A Tentative 
Discussion,” Yerushalmi described black people (in New York, "at least") as “the 
most murderous of peoples,” claimed that “[m]ost of the fundamental differ-
ences between the races are genetic” and asserted that “[t]here is a reason the 
founding fathers did not give women or black slaves the right to vote.” He is also 
a critic of democracy both in the United States and Israel. According to a 1997 
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article in The Jewish Week, Yerushalmi “condemns democracy in the United 
States” and, in a June rally earlier that year, denounced Israel as a democratic 
state and called for it to “cast off the yoke of liberal democracy.”

IN HIS OWN WORDS  
œ In an Aug. 4, 2006, article in The Intellectual Conservative, “Is the War 
Against Terror Rational?” Yerushalmi wrote, “Islam seeks our destruction." 
He went on to cite "conservatives" who "recognize Islam is not a ‘religion’ in 
the Western tradition but rather a license to murder by the wretched of the 
world." He added, "Reality tells us that Islam is a World State ideology that 
seeks the destruction of the West and our national existence.”

œ Yerushalmi said political correctness forbids asking “hard questions” 
about why “blacks in NYC are 2.5 times more overrepresented as murderers 
than any other race,” a July 12, 2001, Jewish Daily Forward article reported.

œ In an April 27, 2006, article in the The American Spectator that was enti-
tled “Newt’s a Little Too Smart,” Yerushalmi wrote: “Our greatest enemy 
today is Islam. The only Islam appearing in any formal way around the 
world is one that seeks a world Caliphate through murder, terror and fear.”

œ “Islam was born in violence; it will die that way,” Yerushalmi wrote in a 
Sept. 9, 2006, book review. “Any wish to the contrary is sheer Pollyannaism.” 
In the same review, published in The American Thinker, he said: “The more 
carefully reviewed evidence, however, suggests that because jihadism is in 
fact traditional Islam modernized to war against the ideological threat posed 
by the West against Islam proper, there is no way to keep faithful Muslims out 
of the war. If this is true, any Muslim who sticks his neck out of the mosque 
to yell some obscenity at the West should be considered an enemy combat-
ant and killed or captured and held for the duration of the war.”

œ Addressing a June 1997 pro-Israel rally, Yerushalmi asked, “What inter-
est does America have in a strong Israel?” according to the Aug. 23, 1997, 
edition of The Jewish Week. “If your answer is democracy in a liberal or 
western sense, know you have sided with the Palestinians of Hamas.”

œ In a March 6, 2006, essay in The American Spectator, Yerushalmi wrote: 
“Islamic civilization has turned away from what few moments of civi-
lized behavior it has manifested for now hundreds of years." He concluded 
his essay with this: "The Muslim peoples, those committed to Islam as we 
know it today, are our enemies.”

http://web.archive.org/web/20070521033034/http://www.intellectualconservative.com/2006/08/04/is-the-war-against-terror-rational/
http://forward.com/news/139688/lawyer-who-promotes-anti-sharia-laws-publishes-new/
http://spectator.org/47078_newts-little-too-smart/
http://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2006/09/knowing_the_enemy_a_book_revie.html
http://www.thejewishweek.com/features/tables_turn_arab_school_critics_0
http://spectator.org/47334_what-peaceful-islam/
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Covering Anti-Muslim  
Extremist Groups
Anti-Muslim extremist groups count on the media to cover their efforts 
and messaging as fact-based and backed by the majority of Americans. 
Too often, television networks, newspapers and other media organiza-
tions turn to these groups’ spokespeople as credible sources on national 
security, immigration and religious liberty, and valid counterpoints to real 
issue experts. Typically missing from the coverage of and interviews with 
these extremists is critical contextual information about their defamatory 
and false rhetoric and their hate group associations.

News consumers need to know that these groups and their leaders are 
far outside the mainstream, and that their factual assertions are very often 
completely baseless. As the Columbia Journalism Review pointed out in 
“Countering Misinformation: Tips for Journalists,” political misinforma-
tion “may pollute democratic discourse, make it more difficult for citizens 
to cast informed votes, and limit their ability to participate meaningfully 
in public debate.” The magazine added, “Use credible sources; don’t give 
credence to the fringe,” and pointed out that the more false claims are 
repeated, the more difficult it is to undo their pernicious effects. In the 
case of anti-Muslim extremists, false claims about a whole range of issues 
have the effect of fueling hatred of Muslims and, ultimately, criminal hate 
violence against them.

Hosts, reporters and editorial boards should consider the following 
steps in order to avoid giving these groups and their spokespeople a façade 
of legitimacy.
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1. Research the background of extremist spokespeople  
and consider other sources.
Before you book a spokesperson from an anti-Muslim extremist group 
or quote them in a story, research their background — detailed in this in-
depth guide to 15 of the most visible anti-Muslim activists— and consider 
the consequences of giving them a platform. Relying on their spokespeo-
ple, even if they are countered by another guest or a quote from someone 
who disagrees, can introduce a troubling false equivalency in reporting. 
When there is no question about the facts in such matters — the claim that 
Shariah law can be imposed on American criminal courts, for example, is 
completely false; that is not possible under the Constitution — the he said/
she said style of simply presenting opposing viewpoints is actively harm-
ful. It is also worth noting that most of those profiled in this guide are 
self-described experts only, and have no formal or real-world expertise in 
the subjects they purport to know.
   Consider alternative sources who are credible experts and leaders from 
a variety of backgrounds, including Muslim researchers, advocates and 
community leaders. They can provide essential context for who extremist 
speakers are and verified facts to illuminate the real-world effects of anti-
Muslim hate fueled by these speakers’ rhetoric and so-called “research.” 
They also can provide a good reflection of the diversity and authenticity of 
American Muslim experiences.

2. If you do use anti-Muslim spokespeople, point out their extremism.
If you do choose to rely on an extremist group’s spokesperson in your 
reporting, make sure that readers or viewers know who they are, beyond 
their self-identified areas of expertise. Referring to a guest only as a “con-
servative blogger” or a “think tank director,” for example, suggests to 
audiences that the person’s views are legitimate and effectively hides their 
extremist positions. This guide offers extensive evidence of the extrem-
ist views of various spokespeople that can be cited as a way to counter 
this. You may also want to include the fact that the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC) has designated many of their organizations as hate groups. 
(In this guide, those organizations that are recognized as hate groups are 
marked with asterisks; three that will be listed as hate groups for the first 
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time in 2017 are marked with a cross. The SPLC defines a hate group as an 
organization that has “beliefs or practices that attack or malign an entire 
class of people, typically for their immutable characteristics.”) The SPLC 
also has an extensive collection of “Extremist Files” on its website, splcen-
ter.org, that provide detailed profiles of hateful activists and organizations. 

You may also consider highlighting the link between anti-Muslim 
rhetoric and anti-Muslim hate crime violence. In 2010, for example, anti-
Muslim hate crimes shot up by 50 percent, according to the FBI. It seems 
clear that the reason for that surge was the controversies generated by 
anti-Muslim propagandists about a proposed Islamic center in lower 
Manhattan (which they called the “Ground Zero Mosque”) and about an 
alleged Muslim conspiracy to impose Shariah religious law on American 
courts. More recently, the anti-Muslim rhetoric in Donald Trump’s 
2015-2016 campaign for the presidency has almost certainly inspired anti-
Muslim hate violence.

3. Prepare to challenge hateful rhetoric and misinformation.
The anti-Muslim extremists and groups profiled in this guide have long 
histories of hateful, harmful rhetoric targeting American Muslims, immi-
grants and other communities. Before interviewing their spokespeople, 
prepare yourself to challenge and fact-check their claims — both new 
and recycled. If, during the interview, they tone down their rhetoric in an 
attempt to reach a more mainstream audience, viewers and readers would 
benefit by knowing what they have said and done in the past.

Some additional resources you may want to consult are the Center for 
American Progress’ “Fear Inc., 2.0” report, which tracks the money trail 
of the “Islamophobia Network”; the SPLC’s “Extremist Files” profiles 
of extremists; and surveys of and about the Muslim community, con-
ducted by the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding and the Bridge 
Initiative at Georgetown University, respectively.

4. Don’t rely on opposing guests to challenge extremists.
If an extremist spokesperson is booked for a show or quoted in a story, 
don’t rely solely on another guest or counterpoint source to refute their 
claims. Viewers and readers count on you to also provide appropriate con-
text for who they are and the cold, hard facts that illuminate the problems 
in their rhetoric and research.
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